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subsidy expired (ist May 1926) they threatened to support the
miners by a General Strike unless it were renewed. Rather to
their surprise the Government accepted the challenge, and
the strike was declared. It lasted a little more than a week,
and ended in a complete defeat for the Unions. There were
four main reasons for this result. Firstly, the Government had
foreseen the strike, and had prepared for it by organising an
emergency system for supplying all parts of the country with
the necc siaries of life. Secondly, the people who were hardest
hit by it were the strikers and their families, who formed the
bulk of the community. Thirdly, road transport carried on by
amateur lorry drivers minimised the effects of the stoppage of
railway traffic. Fourthly, the Trade Union leaders were not
really " revolutionists " at heart, and were alarmed to learn
that the strike was illegal.
The Government followed up its success by passing a new
Trade Union Act (1927) which made it illegal to put pressure
on the community by " sympathetic strikes," and put difficul-
ties in the way of Trade Unions supporting Members of Parlia-
ment. But this did little to obliterate the deplorable effects of
the episode on industry and trade, which in turn aggravated
the unemployment which was already blighting the nation's
welfare.
§ 343. the league of nations and disarmament.—The
Great War, which had been the outcome of national passions,
niade those passions more intense than ever ; but it also brought
home to the nations that they must find some way of " getting
together" to prevent wars for the future. For European
civilisation could hardly survive another such cataclysm, especi-
ally in view of the continual development of apparatus for
destroying life and property. The League of Nations was
established at Geneva; but several of the greatest Powers—
including Soviet Russia and the United States—did not join it,
and if any Power refuses to obey its behests it has no means of
enforcing them. Several attempts have been made to provide

